
Date of Meeting:  July 17, 2012 

#6b. 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

ACTION ITEM 

 

SUBJECT:  Finance /Government Services and Operations Committee Report / 
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Display on the Courthouse Grounds 
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STAFF CONTACT:   Julie Grandfield, County Administration 

ADVISORY BOARD CONTACT:   Clint Good, Chairman  

RECOMMENDATIONS: 

Staff:   Staff is not providing a recommendation since the Board of Supervisors directed that the 
Courthouse Grounds and Facilities Committee should review and provide a recommendation on 
this issue.  

Advisory Board:   The Courthouse Grounds and Facilities Committee recommends that the 
government sponsored seasonal display consist of a live evergreen tree that would be 10’-14’ in 
height and adorned with traditional non-blinking colored lights (with four bulbs per square foot), 
ornaments that would consist of multi-colored balls and a lighted star at the top.  The display 
would also include a crèche, a menorah and a Santa (to include a sleigh and reindeer 
approximately 15’ in length).   The Committee also recommends that wreaths and garlands of 
greenery be hung on the fence of the courthouse lawn.   The Committee further recommends that 
the tree be placed in the traditional spot on the sidewalk in front of the Courthouse and that 
placement of the other display items would be on the lawn beside the tree as depicted in the 
attached schematic.  

Committee:   On June 11, 2012 the Finance/Government Services and Operations Committee 
voted 3-1-1 (Williams against, York absent) to recommend that the government sponsored 
seasonal display consist of a live evergreen tree that would be 10’-14’ in height and adorned with 
traditional non-blinking colored lights (with four bulbs per square foot), ornaments that would 
consist of multi-colored balls and a lighted star at the top.  The display would also include a 
crèche, a menorah and a Santa (to include a sleigh and reindeer approximately 15’ in length).    
The Committee further recommends that wreaths and garlands of greenery be hung on the fence 
of the courthouse lawn, that the tree be placed in the traditional spot on the sidewalk in front of 
the Courthouse and that placement of the other display items would be on the lawn beside the 
tree as depicted in the attached schematic.  



BACKGROUND:   At the February 14, 2012 meeting of the Board of Supervisors, the Board 
voted 9-0 to ban all unattended displays from the courthouse grounds, with the exception of a 
government-sponsored seasonal display.   The vote also included that the Courthouse Grounds 
and Facilities Committee be tasked with creating a plan for the seasonal display, reporting back 
to the Finance/Government Services and Operations Committee (FGSO) each month with a 
status report with final recommendations on the plan submitted to the Committee for action by 
the end of June, 2012.  As requested, the Committee has provided monthly updates to the   
Finance/Government Services and Operations Committee.   This item transmits the Courts 
Committee’s final recommendation. 

On May 8, 2012, the Committee decided and voted on most components of the display.   On 
May 22, 2012, the Committee again discussed placement of the display items and voted 
unanimously to approve a display schematic site plan (Attachment 1).   In terms of size and 
dimensions of display components, the Committee voted 9-0-1 (1 member abstained) to provide 
a unified display with the identified components and to allow the Chairman to search for other 
options [than those that may have been previously displayed].  Chairman Clint Good has since 
done so and has offered ideas for specific display components, including a spotlight that could be 
used to highlight the display (Attachment 2). 

Votes reflecting these and all actions of the Courthouse Grounds and Facilities Committee 
related to this issue are available through the Committee’s minutes at 
http://www.loudoun.gov/index.aspx?NID=460. 

During discussion of this issue at the June 11th Finance/Government Services and Operations 
Committee, it was indicated that purchase of the components would be delegated to staff and that 
staff should follow the Court Committee’s recommendation on uniformity of materials.  If the 
Board approves the Finance/Government Services and Operations Committee’s 
recommendation, staff would likely return to the Board with options for the type, cost and 
procurement of display components.  During the discussion, it was suggested by staff that the 
display be in place during December.   Staff was requested to attach Attorney General 
Cuccinelli’s Opinion dated August, 2010 to this item.  This is provided in Attachment 3.   

FISCAL IMPACT:  Cost will be based upon the final decisions on the display items with the 
funding to come from existing budget resources. 

ALTERNATIVES:    

• Modify the recommendation. 

• Do not have a government-sponsored seasonal display on the courthouse lawn. 

DRAFT MOTION:    

• I move the recommendation of the Finance/Government Services and Operations 
Committee that the Board of Supervisors approve a government sponsored seasonal 
display that consists of a live evergreen tree that would be 10’-14’ in height and would be 
adorned with traditional non-blinking colored lights (with four bulbs per square foot), 
ornaments that would consist of multi-colored balls and a lighted star at the top.  The 
display would also include a crèche, a menorah and a Santa (to include a sleigh and 

http://www.loudoun.gov/index.aspx?NID=460�


reindeer approximately 15’ in length).    I further move that the display include wreaths 
and garlands of greenery that will be hung on the fence of the Courthouse lawn; that the 
tree be placed in the traditional spot on the sidewalk in front of the Courthouse and that 
placement of the other display items would be on the lawn beside the tree as depicted in 
the attached display schematic site plan.  

 Or 

 

• I move an alternate motion. 

 

ATTACHMENTS: 

1 - Display Schematic Site Plan  
2 - Ideas for Specific Display Components 
3 - Attorney General Cuccinelli’s Opinion dated August 20, 2010 
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